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Antibiotic research fund 

Payment of 1.3bn is required for antibiotic research, the global pharma industry is 

being asked to set up a $2bn (£1.3bn) innovation fund to renew research into antibi-

otics. 

Pharma companies should be given the cash to do this. 

There are currently very few new antibiotics in development, but so much more is 

needed to save lives of millions of people. 

The  AMR Antimicrobial Review Committee said, “could supercharge antibiotics dis-

covery, potentially saving millions of lives for a fraction of the $100tn cost of inaction”. 

He estimated that globally, 10 million people could die every year from untreatable 

infections unless new antibiotics are discovered. 

Companies would be rewarded with something in the region of $2bn to $3bn if they 

successfully launched a new antibiotic, as long as they did not seek to sell the drug 

at a profit. 

To read more 

http://www.theguardian.com/society/2015/may/14/pay-big-pharma-solve-antibiotics-crisis-uk-government-review-jim-oneill 
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Cancer spend reaches $100 billion 

In 2014, Global spending on Cancer drugs reached a cost of $100 billion, 10.3% more than 2013, according 

to IMS Health's Global Oncology Trend Report. 

The US has the highest spend with 42% followed by Germany, France, Britain, Spain and Italy. 

The last five years has seen the launch of 45 new cancer drugs for 53 uses, including 10 new medicines last 
year, five of which were biologic therapies and two immunotherapy's.  
 

To read more 

 

https://uk.news.yahoo.com/global-cancer-drug-spending-hits-100-billion-2014-040552023--business.html?.tsrc=lgwn#rp3bLtV 

PRICE WATCH ............ UK 

Celecoxib makes its debut in category M 

Just over five months after its launch, celecoxib made its April debut in category M of the Drug Tariff of phar-

macy reimbursement prices in the UK. This put at an end the ability of pharmacists to make 90% profit mar-

gins from dispensing the generic, which until last month was still being reimbursed at £21.55 (US$33.03), the 

list price of Pfizer’s equivalent Celebrex brand. 

 

To see more go to http://www.wavedata.co.uk/newinfo.asp and view our article from this month’s Generics 

Bulletin. 

WaveData  

Subscribe to the industry's comprehensive source of news and analysis. 

www.generics-bulletin.com 

£550m on expanding GP access 

The government have announced that an extra funding of £550 million will be spent on expanding access to 
GPs, modernising surgeries, and improving out-of-hospital care. 

From March 2016; millions of people will be offered evening, weekend, email and telephone consultations.  

The funds will also be used to widen access to pharmacists, nurses and speech therapists from local GP sur-
geries. 
 

To read more 

https://www.visiongain.com/blog/index.php/uk-government-to-spend-gbp-550mn-on-expanding-gp-access/ 



Forthcoming events 
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Important Changes to the June 2015 Drug Tariff for Dispensing Doctors by Gregory Bull 

 

Eprosartan 300mg tablets pack size 28 Category C Teveten will be: Category A 

Eprosartan 600mg tablets pack size 28 Category C Teveten will be: Category A 

 [Please note this list is not exhaustive - please check the June 2015 Drug Tariff preface for more changes]  

Dispensing Doctors will need to check if there is any change in the Drug Tariff price when the paper copy of 

the Drug Tariff arrives or check the NEW LOOK Drug Tariff which can be found online now at 

www.drugtariff.nhsbsa.nhs.uk 

If the brand of manufacturer price is ABOVE the June 2015 Drug Tariff price dispensing doctors will need to 

ensure the brand or manufacturer name is written in the main body of the prescription. If the brand or manufac-

turer price is BELOW Drug Tariff dispensing doctors must ensure there is no manufacturer or brand name on 

the main body of the prescription or they will be reimbursed that lower price. 

Gregory Bull is Commercial Manager of Dispex who provides help, advice and support for Dispensing Doctors 

in the UK. Their classroom training courses are currently available for sponsorship by pharma – contact 

gbull@dispex.net or phone 01604 859000 for an informal chat. 

Organizer Date Venue Link or Email 

EMIG Wales Meeting 
Wednesday 3rd 
June 

Wales Daniel.davies (at) prostrakan.com     

PDIG Summer Symposium  Thursday 4th June  
Birming-
ham 

pdiguk (at) yahoo.com 

MHRA Abridged Applications Symposium  Tuesday 9th June London 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/mhra-abridged-applications-
symposium 

21th EGA Annual Conference 9th - 11th June Germany Events (at) egagenerics.com 

Findacure Workshop 'How Rare Disease Patient Groups Can Work 
With Pharma’ 

Friday 12th June London flora@findacure.org.uk 

UKTI Trade Mission to the BIO International Convention  June 14th to 18th 
Philadel-
phia 

missions (at) uktilondon.org.uk 

DIA Annual meeting 14th – 18th JUNE 
Washing-
ton 

mail (at) ccra.org.uk 

21st EMIG Business Development Meeting  18th June 
Hertford-
shire  

 www.emig.org.uk 

EMIG Scotland Meeting  
Thursday 25th 
June 

Edinburgh Sally (at) ectopharma.com 

The Medical and Scientific group meetings for 
2015  

      

Biomarkers and Companion Diagnostics for Targeted Treatments – 
an all-day multi-stakeholder summit at Pinsent Masons 

 9tth September 
2015 

 London  www.emig.org 

Health Economics for the non-Health Economist – an all-day practi-
cal workshop with MAP Biopharma and Roboleo 

 17th November 
2015 

 London  www.emig.org 
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IMPORTANT - DRUG TARIFF ADVANCE NOTICE by Gregory Bull 

Please note the following items will be removed from PART VIIIB from June 1st 2015.   

Acetylcysteine 10% eye drops  

Acetylcysteine 5% eye drops preservative free  

Amisulpride 25mg/5ml oral solution  

Amisulpride 25mg/5ml oral suspension  

Amitriptyline 10mg/5ml oral solution  

Amitriptyline 10mg/5ml oral suspension  

Chloral hydrate 200mg/5ml oral solution  

Chloral hydrate 200mg/5ml oral suspension  

Ciclosporin 0.06% eye drops  

Ciclosporin 2% eye drops preservative free  

Dexamethasone 0.1% eye drops preservative free  

Diazepam 10mg/5ml oral suspension 

Dipyridamole 100mg/5ml oral suspension  

Folic acid 5mg/5ml oral suspension  

Furosemide 5mg/5ml oral solution  

Furosemide 5mg/5ml oral suspension 

Haloperidol 1mg/5ml oral solution 

Haloperidol 1mg/5ml oral suspension  

Midazolam 10mg/ml oral solution  

Phenobarbital 50mg/5ml oral solution  

Phenobarbital 50mg/5ml oral suspension  

Phosphate 0.98mmol/ml / Sodium 0.78mmol/ml oral suspension  

Pregabalin 75mg/5ml oral suspension 

 Tacrolimus 2.5mg/5ml oral suspension  

Tacrolimus 5mg/5ml oral suspension  

Trihexyphenidyl 2mg/5ml oral solution  

Trihexyphenidyl 2mg/5ml oral suspension 

 

This means that unless these items are added to PART VIIIA [Which seems unlikely as there has been on Advance No-

tice of this in the May 2015 Drug Tariff] dispensing doctors will need to endorse the actual price paid for any prescriptions 

for these “specials”. 

This is because the reimbursement price for dispensing doctors for NON PART VIIIB specials is based upon the price 

paid AFTER any discounts are received. 

Gregory Bull is Commercial Manager of Dispex who provide help, advice and support for Dispensing Doctors in the UK. 

Their classroom training courses are currently available for sponsorship by pharma – contact gbull@dispex.net or phone 

01604 859000 for an informal chat. 
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Parallel importation 

 

‘Many voices are now saying that the tipping point for increased parallel importation is the 1.30 Euro to 
Pound exchange rate. 

This was achieved in January and since then the number of market offers for PIs has increased in February 
and March to levels not seen since February 2012. 

There was a drop in April, but this may have been due to importer and wholesaler staff being away over 
the bank holiday. 

Wavedata expect the numbers of offers to climb over the coming months as the exchange rate approaches 
1.40 Euros to the Pound.’ 

 

Wavedata—www.wavedata.co.uk 



WaveData — Top ten searched  products where the focus was to April 2015  

According to WaveData, these were the most commonly investigated products in searches of the 

online pricing data Wavedata Live at http://www.wavedata.net 

Both uk and pi prices were viewed for each product, giving some indication of where the focus was 

to April 2015 

WaveData prices in the top 10 article are averages. 

This bulletin now goes out to 3900 plus people. 

 

If you would like to add or suggest any articles/comments, please let me know by the 17th June 2015, as I 

will be issuing the next bulletin on the 24th June 2015 

 

If you have any colleagues who would like to receive this, please let them know about it. 

 

You can view all copies of the  Bulletin at    

http://www.wavedata.co.uk/newinfo.asp 

Jackie Moss 

WaveData Ltd 

 

E-mail:      Jackie@wavedata.co.uk 

Twitter @wavedata 

Product Feb-15 Mar-15 Apr-15 

Mebeverine Tabs 135mg 100 
£8.92 £17.39 £18.56 

Lyrica Caps 25mg 56 
£59.09 £51.19 £45.75 

Aripiprazole Tabs 10mg 28 
£77.07 £71.77 £62.24 

Aripiprazole Tabs 5mg 28 
£77.05 £72.55 £62.87 

Lyrica Caps 75mg 56 
£58.94 £55.46 £54.12 

Alendronate Tabs 70mg 4 
£0.38 £0.34 £0.33 

Hypromellose Eye Drops 0.3% 10ml 
£0.58 £0.61 £0.65 

Baclofen Tabs 10mg 84 
£1.28 £3.44 £4.31 

Metformin Tabs 500mg 28 
£0.67 £0.65 £0.61 

Sodium Cromoglicate Eye Drops 2% 13.5ml 
£1.21 £1.85 £4.05 


